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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

2. Claims 1 -4 and 8-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(a) as being anticipated by 
Usui et al . (US Pat. No. 6,540,322 B2). 

In regard to: 
Claim 1 : 

Usui etal. teach: 

An inkjet recording apparatus comprising: 

a print head (7 or 8, fig. 1) having a plurality of inkjet ports; 

a suction cap (37 or 38, fig. 3) which seals up the inkjet ports to carry out ink 
suction, the suction cap having an ink discharge port (18, fig. 14) for discharging ink 
received through the ink suction, refer to col.1 1 , lines 47-53; and 

an ink guide member (50, fig. 14) which is engageable into the suction cap, the 
ink guide member having a channel (60, fig. 14) of predetermined Length, refer to col. 
11, lines 54-58; and col. 12, lines 12-22 and for the channel, please refer to fig. 14D; 
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wherein the channel constitutes a suction channel between the channel and the 
suction cap when the ink guide member is engaged into the suction cap, the suction 
channel communicating with the Ink discharge port, refer to col. 12, lines 5-22. 

Claim 2: 

Usui et al. further teach: 

wherein the ink guide member has at least one communication hole (51, fig. 14) 
for allowing the suction channel to communicate with atmosphere. 
Claim 3: 

Usui et al. further teach in their fig. 18: 

wherein the communication hole comprises a plurality of communication holes 
(81) formed at predetermined intervals along a length direction of the channel and a 
sectional area of each of the communication holes is set to increase in accordance with 
a distance from the ink discharge port, refer to col. 12, lines 43-52. 

Claim 4: 

Usui et al. further teach: 

wherein the communication hole comprises a plurality of communication holes 
(51, fig. 14) formed at predetermined intervals along a length direction of the channel, 
and a pitch between adjacent ones of the communication holes is set to decrease in 
accordance with a distance from the ink discharge port, refer to col. 11, lines 60-63. 
Notes: pitch decreases means the density increases. 

Claim 8: 

Usui et al . further teach : 
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a suction pump (12, figs. 1, 20 and 21 )for generating negative pressure to suck 
ink from the suction cap; and 

a tube (401, fig. 14) connecting the suction pump and the discharge port of the 
suction cap, refer to col. 1 1 , lines 51-53; 

wherein the suction pump sucks ink from the suction cap through the tube, refer 
to fig.20C and D. 

Claim 9: 

A purge unit comprising: 

a suction cap for sealing up Inkjet ports of a print head, the suction cap having an 
ink discharge port for discharging ink received from the print head; and 

an ink guide member which Is engageable into the suction cap, the ink guide 
member having a channel of predetermined length; and 

a suction pump for sucking ink from the suction cap through a tube connected to 
the ink discharge port, 

wherein the channel constitutes a suction channel between the channel and the 
suction cap when the ink guide member is engaged into the suction cap, the suction 
channel communicating with the ink discharge port. 

Rejection: 

This claim is a combination of claim 1 and claim 8, and is rejected on the basis 
as set forth for these two claims discussed above. 
Claim 10: 
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An ink guide member which is engageable into a suction cap that has an ink 
discharge port and seals up inkjet ports of a print head in an inkjet recording 
apparatus, the ink guide member comprising: 

a channel portion of predetermined length, 

wherein the channel portion constitutes a suction channel between the ink guide 
member and the suction cap when the ink guide member is engaged into the suction 
cap, the suction channel communicating with the ink discharge port. 

Rejection: 

This claim is a portion of claim 1 and is rejected on the basis as set forth for claim 
1 discussed above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 28 is allowed. 

4. Claims 5-7 and 1 1-27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

In regard to: 
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Claims 5-7: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 5-7 is the inclusion of the 
limitation of wherein the ink guide member has a reinforcing rib provided in a width- 
direction central portion of a top surface thereof so as to extend lengthwise, and the 
communication hole comprises a plurality of communication holes formed at 
predetermined intervals along a length direction of the channel on opposite sides of the 
reinforcing rib. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, as they are claimed in the 
combination that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record, 
which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 

Claims 11-28: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claims 1 1-28 is the inclusion of the 
limitation of wherein the suction cap has a bottom surface, the ink guide member is 
engageable (placeable used in claim 28) into the suction cap so as to opposed to the 
bottom surface of the suction cap, and a distance between the bottom surface of the 
suction cap and the ink guide member is set to be larger in an area near the ink 
discharge port than in an area distant from the ink discharge port when the ink guide 
member is engaged into the suction cap. It is this limitation found in each of the claims, 
as they are claimed in the combination that has not been found, taught or suggested by 
the prior art of record, which makes these claims allowable over the prior art. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shih-wen Hsieh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2256. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM -5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Talbott can be reached on 571-272-1934. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

SHIH-WEN HSIEH 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). PRIMARY EXAMINER 

^./tWv ^ 

Shin^wen Hsieh 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2861 

SWH 

Nov 17, 2004 



